
 
American College Alumni Association 

Annual Business Meeting - 08 June 2016 
Saint John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota 

 
 
 

 
Bob Flannery, the ACAA President, called the annual business meeting to order at 2:47pm. 
 
Opening Prayer: Bill Wegher 
 
Approval of Minutes of 2015: move to accept offered by John Ludwig, seconded and approved 
by the membership without edits.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Bill Wegher 
A little over $32,000 in the US bank account last year. $10,000 was donated to the Damien Fund 
to support scholarships and initiatives of the Damien Project. Another $10,000 was designated to 
go to the Co-America Legacy Program; however, they re-organized and later indicated that the 
program was not taking any more money. Thus the $10,000 designation was not transferred. 
 
Bill detailed the monthly expenses that support membership to include the Constant Contact 
eNewsletter fee, Constant Contact payment: $35/month 
 

• Bill noted that $1,110.40 from the Ithaca reunion was deposited into the account. 
• In July 2015 the $10,000 to the Damien Project plus a $45 transfer fee was made as noted 

on the Treasurer’s Report. 
• Dues were collected at $25 per member. 
• In October 2015 the tax exempt status renewal was paid: $20 
• In February 2016: Bob Flannery was reimbursed for expenses of Damien Program 
• Squarespace, the website content management system had an annual fee of $192 that was 

paid. 
• There is a Belgian Account in Leuven for the ACAA that has roughly: 

$22,517.46 or 11,720 Euros  
 
A motion to accept the Treasure’s report came from John Ludwig, Bob Beloin seconded the 
motion, and the report was accepted. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Mark Moitoza delivered the secretary’s report attached to these minutes for 
review. A motion to accept the report was made, seconded, and the report was accepted. 
 
Damien Committee Report: Ray Collins 
 
Derrick Witherington will soon retire, Derrick reported eight members this year in the Damien 
Community housed at the American College, six Americans, one German, and one Dutch 
students. Derrick Witherington is entering final year of doctoral studies and is moving on.  
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1 - The Damien Project includes some non-US citizens. The project was able to maintain the first 
year and have been able to add a few in the second year. Hoping for a wing or block of the 
building for the Damien Community, however, the University wants every room rented to 
students to get money back for renovations that took place. They need more housing as the 
student population increases at the University. The American College facility is fully enrolled. 
The Damien Community has a section of a hallway, a lounge area, and a kitchenette. They cook 
a Friday night meal together. The numbers are small. Hope that numbers will increase over the 
years. 
 
2- Personnel - Dean Lieven Boeve was appointed to the Belgian government. His successor Bart 
Reymakers serves as the Dean of the Institute of Philosophy and is now the chair of the 
committee overseeing the Damien Project in Leuven. Bart has been a somewhat passive member 
of the committee who was unexpectedly thrust into being chair when Lieven Boeve took the 
government education job. Bart doesn’t seem to have as strong an interest in the Damien Project 
as did Lieven. This has been experienced in the slow replies to e-mail inquiries as compared to 
engagements with the previous chair.  
 
Ray moved to send a letter of thanks and congratulations from the ACAA-CUL to Derrick for 
this work on the Damien Community. Bob Flannery offered to do that. Unanimous hand vote 
favored sending a letter of gratitude. 
 
3 – A summer program is planned to start next year and the coordinator will assist with the 2017 
reunion in Leuven. 
 
The Damien Community is suggesting an associate membership for those studying theology, 
philosophy, and canon law in Leuven. This would afford the opportunity to pray together, have 
meals together, and go on retreats together. Distance learning program in Canon Law, three 
times a year for two weeks each have added to the diversity of academic programming adding to 
considerations for the associate membership. 
 
Suggestion 
John Werner suggested dropping the word American 
Bob Flannery noted that Americans have preference 
John suggested anyone be able to apply for scholarships 
Bob noted that this would be discussed at next reunion 
Tuck suggested case-by-case review 
 
The associate membership reported by Ray had to do with the American College itself in Leuven 
deeming the suggestions above as not in the purview of the ACAA-CUL organization. 
 
4 - Scholarship fund, a year ago December (2014) Ray sent out an e-mail letter announcing the 
Damien Fund and collected $4,500.00 roughly. $10,000 was sent from the ACAA treasury to the 
Belgian bank account as noted in the Treasurer’s report (2016). That turned out to be a good 
thing to do due to the favorable exchange rate. Ray wrote to Derrick with a sketch of what to do 
with scholarship money such as $1,000 pocket money, pay tuition or activity fees. Also 
questioned if funds should be used as an inducement to get new students or support those going 
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into a second year? Derrick hesitated noting that the Euro 1,500 might not be the way to go. Ray 
hopes to make a proposal to increase that money. 
 
A question from the floor inquired who makes up the Damien Committee? (Note: these names 
have been posted on the ACAA Louvain website since the beginning of the committee.) 
 
Chair - Ray Collins 
Bob Flannery 
Joe Marcoux 
Reimund Bieringer 
Jack Dick 
 
Ray is quite happy that there is a retreat for the Damien Community around November along 
with the celebration of various feasts that brings the students together; Ray remains committed to 
the project. 
 
Tom Ivory asked ‘What is the cost of one semester rent at the American College?’ 630 Euro per 
month about $650 per month 
 
Bob Flannery Report - Recent visits to Leuven have been highlighted on the ACAA Louvain 
website with photo galleries. 
 
October 2015 Bob was invited to the Grand Opening Celebration of the American College. 
USCCB is supposed to an equal partner of the American College initiative. Rebecca, the 
American College coordinator received no response from USCCB so Bob Flannery collaborated 
with Jacques Haers to provide representation. This shows some frustration of collaboration. It 
was noted that there is now a new General Secretary of USCCB. The transition may have added 
to the lack of response. At the Grand Opening the Ambassador of US was present. It was a 
festive gathering with a reception after Mass.  
 
While in Leuven - Bob met with Bart Reymakers and learned about future plans for graduate 
students. Bob also took the Damien Community out to eat. 
 
Bob offered to go over to Belgium for the Our Lady of Mercy 50th Anniversary celebration. He 
was there shortly after the Paris attacks (2015). As a result of those attacks there was a scaled 
down celebration. The former French speaking pastor and the current pastor concelebrated with 
Bob who delivered the homily.  
 
OLM sold the old rectory and the parish center in Waterloo. The number of parishioners is down. 
They have a new place now after renting space from the Episcopal center in Waterloo. They 
have a new pastor from India who will be there two more years. The 50th Anniversary Dinner 
included about 24 participants. Mass participants needed to have a wristband for security 
reasons. There was a champagne and cake for all present and a sending of prayer for the 50th. 
 
A pilgrimage the following day made their way to Damien’s crypt and the American College 
Chapel. Bob gave some history about the connection. 
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Madame Solvay had a great dinner with 24 participants. OLM will continue to host those annual 
celebrations. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Total membership 100, last year was about 200 
450 letters sent out last  
Tom Ivory mentioned that the class of AC’64 and AC’74 has sent in updated address and contact 
information for the database. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

• Interest for 2017 Reunion in Leuven via Survey Monkey link resulted in 28-yes, 20-
maybe and 10-no. There are no guest rooms at the American College although 25 rooms 
will be made available for the 2017 reunion. There is a new reality with the renovated 
American College 

 
• Future of the American College and The Alumni Association 

 Jack Dick assessment was included in the reunion packets for members to read. 
  
Comments: 
Ray Collins - Members of the committee and KUL need to make an appeal to undergraduates 
before they go to Leuven. Need to explain the Damien Project as well as theology in Europe. 
Currently students are bombarded with brochures, phone calls, and personal contact from other 
institutions, the Damien community does not have that. Both Undergraduate and Graduate 
studies need to be shared. Personal involvement will get people over there. Each member son the 
ACAA needs to do more public relations.  
 
It was noted that Commonweal was used by the Damien Project to advertise the initiative. Some 
present were surprised America magazine wasn’t used. Bob reached out to a journalist at the 
National Catholic Reporter, Patricia Lefevre. Bob sent Patricia his homily from 2016 reunion 
and asked her if she might write a piece about the connections between Louvain and 
Collegeville. She was excited about the idea and requested a picture of the alumni present as well 
as those connected to both faculties.  
 
Ray brought the discussion back by suggesting that members look for people planning a junior 
year abroad program (semester). A lot of them who go like Belgium and make plans to stay.  
 
Bob Flannery noted the one thing about Jack’s report is that it is a realistic perspective from on 
the scene. We are living in a different era right now. 
 
Tom Ivory noted that the NCR reporter is a good writer. Tom felt Jack’s report was sober and to 
his mind was missing some hope but respected Jack’s style. Tom mentioned he also had a lump 
in his throat reading his report.  
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It is a struggle to get more Damien students. Bob mentioned that he tried to provide hope in his 
homily to alumni at the reunion Mass on Tuesday.  
 
Heritage Committee Update from Jack Dick - making good progress. President-Elect Chris 
Fusco suggested a proposal to financially support this initiative. 
 
John Werner proposed to amend Chris Fusco’s proposal by striking the final Whereas since that 
is not in our by-laws (stated as inaccurate to alumni by-laws) - proposed instead that the final 
whereas should read: 
 
The American College Alumni Association establish the American College Heritage Fund to 
which alumni can contribute to support development of the permanent display of the four panel 
project… 
 
Felt the association should put its money to support its mission. 
 
Tom Ivory - speaking realistically noted, ‘I’d like to see it tabled until we talk about what we do 
with our mission before talking about history.’ 
 
Paul Counce - Before we start committing ourselves to giving away resources, we should 
determine the mission more precisely along with the reality of the decline of the alumni 
association. This is not an organization with a future. The building that held the American 
College that we knew is doing less and less that connects with what we did when we were there. 
 
Doug Klein pointed out that the by-laws allow the ACAA to support the Mission of the 
American College of Louvain (as written in the by-laws). This was in response to John Werner’s 
previous amendment. This reply tabled that amendment made on the floor. 
 
Paul Counce asked the membership, ‘Have we really faced what we are going to do after next 
year’s meeting and reunion?’  
 
Tuck Grinnell indicated he would support the Heritage Project. Paul is right, let’s discuss the 
future. But having something on display that has the history seems like a good thing. There once 
was an American College. To me it is a no-brainer. I think it is a good thing to do. I agree with 
Paul about the need for reviewing the status of the alumni association.  
 
John’s motion was to amend - John suggests establishing a fund for anyone who wants to 
contribute, Chris’s proposal was direct support. 
 
American College Heritage Fund. 10 yeah, 10 opposed.   
 
Can we set the fund up and support the 5,000 Euro? John’s motion does not pass. 
 
Tom made a motion to table the primary motion. Paul seconded it. Have to vote on tabling it. 
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Paul, we can write a letter of encouragement and gratitude. Not right yet for funding other things 
until we have our own understanding of self and visions. 4 nays. ayes have it. The proposal was 
tabled. 
 
Chris 2017 By-Law proposal - please review in anticipation of the 2017 Annual Business 
Meeting. 
 
Open Discussion facilitated by Bob Flannery 
 
It has been difficult to get people to run for office or to host a reunion, no one is coming forward 
to support the association with tasks that are requested or expected. Reality of annual reunions 
with an aging membership is having an impact. It has become more and more difficult to gather 
and receive responses from members. Most people at the current reunion came from fairly close 
by.  
 
Tuck - I am looking forward to next year and hopeful for the year after. Tuck thinks to 2017 by-
laws proposal is more manageable. Not worried about it, if it happens, it happens. 
 
Gene - We ought to start restricting our commitments because we are restricting our activities. 
We won’t have the annual income - as it dwindles. 
 
John Werner - expressed gratitude for having a full year to consider the by-law proposal offered 
by Chris.  
 
Reunions are self-sustaining. Do we have interest, mobility, and desire for more reunions? 
Question of stamina, etc. 
Looks like a decision to make for next year. In some ways the writing is on the wall.  
Alumni present request to have have that discussion next year.  
 
Paul noted that the discussion doesn’t have to wait until next reunion meeting. Solicit input from 
other people regarding frequency of reunion, etc.  
 
Tom Ivory - Submitted Proposal was discussed with Doug Comstock’s amendment and John 
Werner’s amendment. Tom agreed with both amendments. 
 
John Werner’s proposal – John noted that, the only time you can benefit from membership is 
when you come to the reunion. Noted that his proposal suggests that the ACAA can bring the 
reunion to alumni through the World Wide Web. His proposal merely proposed developing a 
plan to consider it, how much would it cost? Fund someone to do the work and make a proposal, 
if you want it, here is what it will cost. John highlighted the importance of outreach - fifty years 
ago seminarians came up with a vision to celebrate its first reunion by creating Louvain Studies. 
John is asking the membership to consider the idea of creating a similar digital living document.  
 
Tuck - comment, Tom’s original proposal was to increase membership. Worth a try. It is a very 
ambitious program. Let’s find out whether there is interest.  
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Tom accepts the amendment.  
 
Bob Flannery noted that Chris Fusco would resign if this proposal passed. He expressed the 
challenge of getting members to participate, the challenge of overseeing such a position, and the 
challenge of human resource reporting requirements, which would consume the board of 
volunteers.  
 
Paul spoke against approving the proposal with the amendments now for the reasons Bob 
mentioned. Doesn’t seem worth the effort. We have had wonderful presentations at reunion and 
have a sketched out plan next year. If that doesn’t improve registration that will give the same 
type of data that paying someone to survey and review possibilities would do. 
 
A vote was taken and the proposal did not pass - The no’s have it by voice. Next year, lets see 
what we can do.  
 
Financial Proposals 
 
Ray proposed a stipend of $500 be given to the Webmaster as was done last year. The motion 
was seconded and accepted. 
 
Ray proposed a $1000 donation be given to the Damien Fund, which currently has $15,000. 
Desire to continue some support. The motion was seconded, and accepted. 
 
H. Election of officers  
A slate of Officers was proposed (see names in bold below.) The challenging process of trying to 
get volunteers was explained, highlighting that the process began in September 2015. The slate 
was seconded, and approved. 
 
Officers 

President - Christopher J. Fusco, Esq, AC'97 
Vice President - Reverend Tony Bawyn, AC'81,'92,'00 
Treasurer - Reverend Bill Wegher, AC'91 
Secretary - Reverend John Kleinwachter, AC'07  

Past President - Reverend Robert Flannery, AC'73 

At Large Members 

Doctor John A. (Jack) Dick, AC'69 
Reverend Ted Tumicki, AC'97,'01,'03 

The meeting adjourned at 4:40pm. 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Mark T. Moitoza, ACAA Secretary 2014-2016 
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The American College Alumni Association – CUL 
 
 

Annual Secretary’s Report 
June 1, 2015- June 1, 2016 

May 12, 2016 
 

Respectfully submitted by Mark T. Moitoza 
 
 
Board Elections: 
 
After the annual 2015 business meeting held in Ithaca, NY the ACAA Board consisted of: 
 
President: Robert Flannery  
Vice-President/President-Elect: Chris Fusco  
Secretary: Mark Moitoza 
Treasurer: William Wegher 
Member at Large: Jack Dick 
Member at Large: Doug Comstock 
Member at Large: Mike Welch 
Past President: Dave Norris 
 
Note: The positions of Vice-President/President-Elect, President, and Past President are one-year 
terms.  The Vice-President-Elect assumes the role of President, and the President assumes the 
role of Past President. 
 
The positions of Secretary, Treasurer, and the four Members at Large are two-year terms.  
 
eNewsletters: 
 
The following updates were sent via eNewsletter and posted on the ACAA website: 
 

• June 12, 2015 – minutes from the 2015 ACAA-CUL Board Meeting 
• July 11, 2015 – letter from the President, Bob Flannery 
• September 27, 2015 – update regarding the Grand Opening of the American College 
• November 11, 2015 – member profile update form 
• December 19, 2015 – Christmas update and reminder to support the Damien Fund 
• March 7, 2016 – reunion information for Collegeville, MN 
• March 13, 2016 – reunion update 
• May 10, 2016 – reunion details and member dues notice 
• May 10, 2016 – corrected dates for the 2017 reunion in Leuven, Belgium 
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ACAA Website: 
 
The ACAA website template was updated this past year since Squarespace was no longer 
supporting the previous template used, www.acaalouvain.org. 
  
Frequent news updates, obituaries, and items related to the Grand Opening of the American 
College this past academic year strived to keep alumni up-to-date. 
 
Multiple requests for information were submitted via the website inquiry form and were sent to 
the board for consideration and reply. These included inquiries about the American College 
archives, alumni seeking contact information of peers, and updates from the field. 
 
Tasks: 
 
The Secretary continued to support the Board of Directors with electronic communication tools 
via Google-group and did the same for the Damien Project Committee. This included adding 
new board members to the ACAA Board of Directors Google-group and identifying contact 
information for members. Keeping track of communications and supporting board members with 
details related to the database or previous discussions constituted a majority of the collaboration 
assisting the board members. 
 
The member profile update form received a limited response from alumni. Many profiles in the 
database only had an e-mail address. A significant amount of time was spent conducting online 
searches to verify names of contacts from e-mail addresses. Those with company or education 
institution names in their e-mail addresses were easier to verify. Other e-mail addresses do not 
have names or institutions thereby prohibiting verification. 
 
The Secretary contacted the archivist at the Catholic University of America to inquire about the 
content holdings of the American College archives on file. While boxes have been received a 
good number still need to be catalogued. 
 
The Secretary also organized files of the association on the Google-groups drive so that the 
transfer to the newly elected Secretary will be as smooth as possible. The hope is to have 
pictures, letters, minutes, proposals, and reunion documentation easily accessible. 
 
Reunions: 
 
The next reunion is being planned for August 6-13, 2017 in Leuven, Belgium. A survey of 
interest has been electronically distributed via Survey Monkey. The results will be forwarded to 
the board and the reunion planning team. 
 
  
   
 
  
 


