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Christopher John Fusco, Esq. 
1222 Rhoads Drive 

Belle Mead, New Jersey   08502 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

December 21, 2016 
 

 
Dear Fellow Members of the American College of Louvain Alumni Association: 
 
 

Greetings from Central New Jersey! I trust this letter finds you well and experiencing a 
blessed Advent season. 

 
 As the year draws to a close, perhaps I might share some recent news regarding our 
alumni association? 
 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 

As of this writing, no nominations have as yet been received for the position of Vice-
President/President-elect which will become open at the annual business meeting of the 
association held during the Louvain reunion this August 2017. If you have not already done so, 
please prayerfully consider nominating yourself or someone whom you believe would be of 
service to our association – even if you or the person has served previously. The success of our 
association relies so very much upon all of us providing some form of service at one time or 
another in the midst of our already busy schedules.  
 
LOUVAIN REUNION 2017 
 
 The registration for the August 2017 reunion to be held in Louvain has already closed. 
Jack Dick reports that almost forty persons will be in attendance between alumni and special 
guests. Many thanks to Jack for his hard work in organizing what will prove to be a wonderful and 
memorable reunion experience in Louvain.  
 
REUNION 2018 
 
 As of this writing, there are still no plans formulated for a reunion to be held in 2018. If you 
or several of your fellow alumni would be interested in hosting a reunion in 2018, please feel free 
to contact any member of the Board. Traditionally, the reunion has been held during the month of 
June taking into consideration the schedule of attendees regarding parish responsibilities, 
summer vacation plans, etc. However, perhaps another time period may be considered given the 
location of the reunion, available facilities, etc.  
 

If you would be at all interested in hosting the reunion, or if you have an idea as to a 
different format regarding the reunion, you may wish to consider expressing your interest well 
prior to the Louvain Reunion in August 2017 so that necessary preparations and announcements 
could be made. It would also provide the opportunity to gauge interest amongst the membership 
about attending a reunion at the proposed locale and venue.  
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The effort that is exerted in hosting a reunion is always gratefully appreciated and not 
taken for granted by our membership. 
 
THE AMERICAN COLLEGE HERITAGE COMMITTEE 
 
 As you consider your end-of year giving, perhaps you may wish to consider the project of 
The American College Heritage Committee of the KU Leuven (“The Heritage Project”) which was 
described in the last President’s letter of September 2016? 
 
 Ray Collins has reported that The Damien Project committee of our association is satisfied 
that sufficient funds exist at the present time for future scholarships to The Damien Project at The 
American College. As such, that committee is willing to forego the annual scholarship appeal that 
normally takes place at this time in favor of supporting The Heritage Project. 
 
 Jack Dick also reports that even with our association’s donation toward The Heritage 
Project this past autumn, the financial goal toward The Heritage Project of the KU Leuven has still 
not been reached. If you wish to provide a donation towards The Heritage Project, please send 
your donation to Bill Wegher.  
 
 At the end of this letter you will find a description of The Heritage Project as provided by 
Jack Dick which contains greater detail including additional information on how to make a 
donation to this worthwhile project. 
  
ALUMNI NEWS 
 
 Many of you have been made aware of the death of Professor Georges De Schrijver, SJ 
in October 2016 while teaching at the Ateneo de Manila University in the Philippines. Professor 
De Schrijver retired from the KU Leuven in 2001. May he rest in peace. 
 

Please share any news you may have regarding our association members, faculty at the 
KU Leuven, etc. Our website contains the latest news and information regarding our Association 
and its members: www.acaalouvain.org. 

 
 
 
Please accept my prayers and best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a blessed New 

Year of 2017. 
 
With prayerful good wishes, I remain, 

 
 

 
      Cordially yours in Christ, 
 
      Chris  /s/ 
 
      Christopher J. Fusco, ’97, ‘01 
      President 
       

  

http://www.acaalouvain.org/
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American College Heritage Project 
 
The last renovations in The American College ended, after two years of intense building 
and renewing, in the spring of 2016. During the renovations, serious efforts were made 
to respect the historic character of the building as much as possible. This is particularly 
visible in two salons in the former “Rector’s House.” 
 
As you keenly realize and appreciate, The American College has a rich history and has 
played an important role in the history of the Catholic Church in the United States, in 
Leuven, and of course at the KU Leuven. The rich tradition of the American College, 
however, is unfortunately not well known by most people currently living in Leuven or 
visiting.  
 
The American College Heritage Committee, a group of KU Leuven historians, among 
whom ACL alumnus, John “Jack” Dick and Rebekka Jonkers the current Manager of The 
American College, see it as their duty and responsibility to preserve and display the 
history of the College. This is important for the 170 current inhabitants, but also for the 
many visitors and University professors and staff who use the public areas of the College.  
 
For the first phase of The American College Heritage Project, the interior design company 
FUGZIA has developed a permanent historical exhibition of photos, documents, and 
historical sketches that will be placed in the College. This exhibition will be visible for 
students, visitors and the many tourists that pass by daily. We hope to realize this 
commemorative project in the spring of 2017, when the American College will be 
celebrating its 160th anniversary.  
 
Other projects the Heritage Committee is working on are: a display honoring all the rectors 
of The American College, collecting archival materials, and, to the degree that it is 
possible, returning to the College works of art and furniture that are in fact an important 
part of the patrimony of the University and the College. 
 
We are asking for donations to keep our heritage alive. Individuals or organizations that 
contribute at least $1000 will have their names attached to the permanent 
commemorative display. Checks should be made out to The American College Alumni 
Association, with a memo “Heritage Project” and sent to: Rev. William Wegher, The 
American College Alumni Association, 10601 Dexter Pinckney Road, Pinckney, Michigan 
48169. 

 


