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A little over two years ago, the KU Leuven executive administration established the American 
College Heritage Committee. The Heritage Committee is a small group of professors, among 
whom ACL alumnus John Dick, and archivists charged with preserving the historic and (to the 
degree possible) artistic patrimony of The America College of Louvain.  
 
Unfortunately, after the closing of The American College in 2011, some objects, like the miter 
and crozier of the historic University of Louvain Rector Honoré Van Waeyenbergh, disappeared. 
Actually they, along with other artifacts, belong to the patrimony of the KU Leuven as well as 
The American College. 
 
One of the historic objects that has been returned to The American College is the stand-up desk 
that belonged to ACL Rector Jules de Becker. Other pieces of furniture have been 
photographed, catalogued, and are in KU Leuven storage. Other historic artifacts have been 
located, like a marble bust of Jules de Becker, which is in the archives of UCL in Louvain-la-
Neuve. Thanks to good rapport between the Catholic University of America and KU Leuven 
archivists, we now have a complete accounting of what ACL archival  materials are now 
preserved in the “Archives of The American College of Louvain” at the Catholic University in 
Washington, DC.  
 
Currently,  there are ongoing, and often delicate, discussions about various large works of art, 
that once belonged to The American College, like portraits of rectors Kindekens and de Becker 
and of course the late Flemish Renaissance painting of the Good Shepherd. Ideally, the 
Heritage Committee would like to see them returned to The America College in Leuven. 
 
The most recently completed American College Heritage Committee project is the permanent 
display about the history of The America College, which one sees upon entering the College. 
This photographic history of The American College has been made possible, thanks to 
generous sponsors on both sides of the Atlantic, among whom The American College Alumni 
Association and certain specific alumni. The next project under consideration is a photographic 
history of ACL rectors. 
 
The name, memory, and fame of The American College of Louvain will remain with us for many 
decades to come. 
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