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General 
The Saint Damien Community at the American College is nearing the completion of its 
inaugural year in existence.  The year was an overall success, though the project 
experienced some ‘growing pains’ as can be expected from a new initiative, which was 
just beginning to carve out its niche. 
 
Enrollment 
The Saint Damien Community began the year with eight inaugural members.  Six 
students were from the Faculty of Theology, and two were from the Higher Institute of 
Philosophy.  The average age of the group was 25-26, though one member was 40.  The 
group was made up of six men and two women.  There was one priest (a Glenmary Home 
Missionary) as well as two Protestants as members of the group.  All in all, it proved to 
be a good mixture of people.  Unfortunately, one member departed in the Spring.  Of the 
remaining seven members two have decided to stay in the community next year.  Those 
who have left are doing so mainly due to leaving Leuven at the end of this Academic 
Year, though a couple have also expressed the wish to acquire their own apartment and 
live more independently.  No one leaving indicated (via their evaluation form) that the 
community structure was the reason for his or her departure. 
 
Formal Activities 
The community engaged in a weekly common meal for which the project gave 50 Euro a 
week to help cover costs.  The community members also took part in a two-day 
orientation program at the beginning of the academic year, a day of reflection on All 
Saints Day at the Abbey of Grimbergen, a community outing to Mechelen during the 
Semester Break, as well as an outing to Iepers in May to commemorate the centennial of 
World War I.  The community also had several celebrations during the year including 
Thanksgiving, Advent/Christmas, Mardi Gras, and Saint Patrick’s Day.  All of these 
celebrations were preceded by the praying of Vespers in the Chapel of the College, and 
several friends of the community joined in. 
 
Living Arrangements at the American College 
Construction continues on the oldest wing of the College as well as the Rectorshuis next 
door.  Renovations will be completed by August of 2015 and the former suites and 
offices in this wing will be converted to studio apartments for use of visiting scholars and 
professors of the University, as well as to be rented out by students and University 
personnel who wish to live there.  The Saint Damien Community was located on the 
second floor of the College in the wing parallel to the Karmelietenberg. Eight out of the 
sixteen rooms in this wing comprised of the Saint Damien Community; the remaining 
eight rooms were filled with students from the Faculty of Theology that were in financial 
assistance programs of the faculty.   
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Prospects for Next Year  
The Project Board confirmed Mr. Derrick Witherington, a doctoral researcher in the 
Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, to continue in his role as project coordinator 
for the 2015-2016 academic year.  As was the case this year, he will not himself reside in 
the college but will be available to handle community needs as they arise.  For the 2015-
2016 Academic Year, he plans on holding regular weekly office hours in the college to be 
available for the students in addition to his being available at his office in the Faculty of 
Theology. 
 
Five new applications have been received for next year, and as such the community will 
number seven persons.  There will be five men and two women, and six of the seven 
residents are students of the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies.  One student is 
from the Higher Institute of Philosophy.   
 
The community has been relocated one floor higher from where it was (to the third floor).  
The reason for the move was due to this being a smaller unit of only seven rooms.  This 
was decided on due to the fact that it seems that the program will remain on the smaller 
side, at least in the immediate future.  The community will be given more rooms in 
additional units on the third floor as need arises. 
 
The program has been modified for next year to reflect some of the feedback received 
from the students this past year, and most of the notable changes will be the addition to 
the weekly praying of Evening Prayer together prior to the common meal as well as the 
modification of the cultural immersion program to be two sponsored outings, one more 
religious and one more cultural.  As such, this year the community will go to the Liege 
Christmas Market in December and to Zoutleeuw to take part in the annual Saint 
Leonard’s Procession on Pentecost Monday. 
 
Summer and Sabbatical Programs  
The Summer Program is hoped to be commenced in the Summer of 2017, and the 
Sabbatical Program is hoped to be commenced with the 2016-2017 Academic Year.  The 
President plans on appointing a coordinator for these two projects sometime in the next 
year so that the respective programs can be developed. 
 
Current Issues 
Enrollment and advertising remain the two most important issues facing the Saint 
Damien Project.  Next year, it is planned to include a higher budget for advertising 
initiatives as well as to make a more concerted effort using social media to promote the 
project.  We are particularly hoping that the USCCB promote the project a bit more, as 
we have not yet received any applications directed to the project from them.  As always, 
we remain grateful to the alumni association for their help in promoting this project and 
hope that it can continue. 
 
 


