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The American College Alumni Association 
 

Secretary’s Report 
August 2017 

 
 

JUNE 1, 2016 – JUNE 30, 2017 
 
 
Board Elections 
 
After the annual 2016 business meeting held at Collegeville, MN on June 8, 2016 the ACAA 
Board consisted of: 
 
President:  Chris Fusco 
Vice-President/President Elect: Rev. Tony Bawyn 
Secretary: Rev. Bill Wegher 
Secretary: Rev. John Kleinwachter 
Member at Large: Jack Dick 
Member at Large: Rev. Ted Tumicki 
Member at Large: position not filled  (the by-laws call for 2 or 4 members at large) 
Member at Large: position not filled 
Past President: Rev. Bob Flannery 
 
Note:  The positions of Vice-President/President -Elect, President, and Past President are one-
year terms.   ----  The Vice-President Elect assumes the role of President, and President 
assumes the role of Past President.  ---- The positions of Secretary, Treasurer, and the two or 
four Members at Large are two-year terms. 
 
Website manager and IT person:    
 
Mark Moitoza has agreed to stay on in this role for the coming year. The actual work of dealing 
with the technology is a bit above the average person’s skills and Mark is able and willing to do 
this for our association. 
 
eNewsletters / Postings to the Website Sent this Year: 
 

• Final Letter of President Flannery –  August e-newsletter 
• Homily from the closing Mass at the Collegeville Reunion – August e-newsletter 
• Letter from President Fusco to the Membership – Sept. 14, 2016 – posted to website 
• Reunion Registration Form for Louvain Reunion – posted to website on Sept. 22 
• 20017 Reunion Registration Reminder sent out- - Oct. 25 newsletter to all 
• Pres. Fusco’s Dec. 21 letter to membership // Heritage Project Appeal – Dec. 22 

newsletter/website 
• President Fusco’s March 21 Heritage Project Appeal Letter – posted on website 
• President Fusco’s June 16 letter to membership—Nominations/ Reunion 2017/ Business 

Mtg. – e-newsletter 
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ACAA Website 
 
This is being managed by Mark Moitoza.  He has been keeping it regularly updated with 
registration for the reunion, reminders, death announcements that we receive, letters from the 
president and the Heritage Committee, etc. 
 
 
Actions of the Alumni Board and Other Committees related to the Alumni Association 
 
1. August 18, 2016 Letter from Past President Bob Flanner to members of the Association 
thanking all who helped him coordinate the Collegeville Reunion (33 alumni in attendance).  He 
summarized the events at Collegeville.  He urged all of us to encourage prospective candidates 
or institutions that might be interested in the Damian Project / Community and other programs at 
KU Lueven.  He expressed gratitude to be able to serve the association and to represent the 
association at the rededication of the American College building in Oct. of 2015 and the 50th 
anniversary celebration of Our Lady of Mercy parish in Waterloo in December of 2015. He 
ended this letter with a welcome our new alumni association president, Chris Fusco.  He also 
included the text of his homily at the closing Mass of the Collegeville Reunion.   
 
2.  August 27, 2016 letter to the board from past president, Bob Flannery in support of sending 
alumni funds to support the Heritage Project.  He noted that the reunions, including the 2016 
Reunion at Collegeville, MN, have yielded a net profit (Collegeville -- $1,737.90).  He suggested 
members of the Damien Community at Lueven be added to our contact list to receive our email 
newsletter communications including a dues request form.  He was hopeful that some would be 
supportive of our efforts and choose to join the alumni association. 
 
3. September 9, 2016 letter to the board from Chris Fusco reporting that after much discussion 
back and forth by the board that there was unanimous consent of board members that we 
contribute 5000 Euros ($5,597.00) from alumni funds to the Heritage Project.  All felt that this 
was in line with the “mission / purpose” of our association to “promote continuing education for 
the members and for others . . . .” (ACAA By-laws, article 2 (2)).  The funds will be transferred 
on September 12, 2016. 
 
4. September 14, 2016 first letter to members of the association from President Chris Fusco – 
thanking past president Bob Flannery for his service and for hosting the Collegeville Reunion 
and thanking all outgoing members of the board and continuing members of the board.  He 
reminded all about their dues, made a first call for nominations for the position of vice-president 
/ president elect, reminded all about the 2017 reunion at Louvain, asked all to reflect on where 
or whether there would be a reunion in 2018, reminded all to review the proposed changes in 
the by-laws, reported on the board’s action to support the Heritage Project, and reminded all to 
keep the association posted on news that would be pertinent to members at large. 
 
5. December 21, 2016 letter to all the association from President Fusco which included:  a 
renewed call for nominations for the position of VP/Pres. Elect, a update from Jack Dick that 
about 40 persons had signed up so far for the Lueven Reunion, an inquiry about anyone or 
group interested in hosting the 2018 reunion, a report from Ray Collins that currently there are 
sufficient funds available for scholarships to the Damien Project at AC (no need for a donation 
from the alumni association this year in light of our donation to the Heritage Project), a report 
from Jack Dick on the Heritage Project of the KU Lueven that even with our gift the financial 
goals for the project have not been met and donations to the fund were invited from members.  
The full report from Ray Collins and Damien Project was sent in conjunction with the letter and it 
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reported that a $2,000 scholarship was granted to Fr. Albert Marcello from the Diocese of 
Providence as he works on his doctorate in Canon Law. 
 
6.  March 1, 2017 – board received a letter from Vincenzo Girardi, former pastoral council 
president at Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Waterloo asking for help in finding a priest pastor to 
replace Fr. Lobo who will be returning to India in June of 2018. 
 
6. A March 21, 2017 special letter and appeal from President Chris Fusco to all alumni for 
donations to the American College Heritage Project that this project might be done and 
completed this year in which on March 19th was the 160th anniversary of the founding of the 
American College ( a special commemoration will take place at university in October of this 
year).  Donations should be sent to Bill Wegher, and contributions of $1,000 or more will have 
their names permanently attached to the historical display. 
 
7. March 23, 2017 Jack Dick sent the board an updated list of those registered for the reunion.  
 
8. March 26, 2017 – Mark Moitoza posted on the alumni website an updated reunion schedule 
that he had received from Jack Dick. 
 
9. May 30, 2017 letter from Chris Fusco to the board noting Tuck Grinnel had expressed an 
interest in the VP/Pres. Elect position along with the note from earlier that John Soares was 
willing to serve on the board as a member at large. Chris also sent out a proposed agenda for 
the business meeting at the 2017 reunion. 
 
10.  A June 16, 2017 letter from Chris Fusco to all alumni was e-mailed to all members 
announcing that since no nominations were received, Horace (Tuck)Grinnell and John Soares 
were invited to consider and did allow their names to be placed in nomination for the 
VP/Pres.elect and member-at-large positions respectively.  (They each attached a statement to 
the letter from Chris.)  Chris reminded all that the proposed revision to the by-laws considered at 
the 2016 reunion meeting will revisited again this year.  All should review the proposals and 
send comments by July 5.  Also, he called for any other items that members might like to put on 
the agenda to be sent in by July 5. He also asked again whether any were interested in hosting 
a 2018 reunion. 
 
 
Other Tasks, Efforts, Notes and Thoughts 
 
It has been a challenge for me keep up the dialogue of the association and some of the unseen 
work that falls under the job of secretary.  I have been extremely busy in my three parishes and 
more so with a leadership program for the priests of our diocese that has taken me away for 
about four weeks this year with three more sessions yet this year.  Anyway, I am grateful for the 
help of Mark Moitoza, who also has been busy and is defending this thesis, etc. this week (July 
10-14) for a doctorate at LaSalle University.   
 
The email contact list currently stands at 636 contacts, but it does need work as about 300 are 
only email addresses with no names.  258 opened the last email that was sent out.  I really am 
interested in working on updates of names, addresses, etc.   I worked on a few and I have a 
person who is willing work with me on this, but so far I have not had time to sit down with her. 
I visited with Mark recently and he is willing to continue maintaining the website.  I will also have 
him help me with archiving letters and documents in Google Docs as this is quite technically 
challenging as well as even working with the Constant Contact program.   
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We also need to work out some way of integrating the address list that Bill Wegher uses for 
alumni dues with the Constant Contact program email list.  In speaking with Constant Contact 
there is a way that we can export the addresses I have in Constant Contact to Excel and sort 
them, and from there, make mailing labels, but that is a bit over my head technically.  However, 
Mark and I hopefully can look into this more in the coming year now that I have a little more 
understanding of the internet programs that I am working with and the various organizations and 
programs associated with the alumni association. 
 
There are some promotional things that we probably could and should do as an organization, 
but we will need others to work on that.  I firmly believe that the KU University and our 
association have wonderful gifts and experiences to offer to the Church.  We also have the 
archive material at Catholic University that Mark spoke of last year that should be looked into. 
 
 
In Memoriam (as far as I know) 
 

• Professor Georges De Schrijver, SJ in October 2016 while teaching at the Ateneo de 
Manila University in the Philippines. Professor De Schrijver retired from the KU Leuven 
in 2001 

• Dr. Michael Gannon ‘59 (89) –  died April 10 – Florida 

• Fr. Tom Anslow, C.M., AC'95-97, Grad. Studies in Canon Law – died April 28 
• Rev. Francis J. Keefe, AC'58 – Diocese of Providence – died May 4, 2017 
• Fr. Ward Oakshott ‘80 -- on the staff of the American College 1982 – died June 5, 2017 

 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
John Kleinwachter – (Sedes Sapientia – 2007) 
 
 

July 12, 2017 
 
 
 
 


