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Christopher John Fusco, JCL, Esq. 
1222 Rhoads Drive 

Belle Mead, New Jersey   08502 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

This letter replaces an earlier version originally dated September 14, 2016  
and posted on the website of the Alumni Association at that time. 

 
 

September 22, 2016 
 

 
Dear Fellow Members of the American College of Louvain Alumni Association: 
 
 

Greetings from Central New Jersey! I trust this letter finds you well and that you have 
had the opportunity to enjoy these past summer months.  

 
It is an honor to serve our alumni association this upcoming year as its President. I 

remember experiencing my first encounter with the alumni association as a student at The 
College approximately twenty years ago by welcoming members of the alumni association to 
Louvain and assisting in that year’s reunion. I feel reflective of those days as a full circle has 
been completed by serving this year as your President. 

 
The American College is certainly much different now from what it was twenty years ago 

when I was a seminarian. Although no longer a seminary, its physical structure continues to be 
of service to students attending our beloved alma mater, The Catholic University of Louvain, as 
well as to those students who are members of the Saint Damian Community at The American 
College, “an intentional community for students to come together in faith, worship, and the 
pursuit of knowledge on the premises of the historic, newly renovated building called The 
American College.” I suspect the lived experiences of these members of the Saint Damian 
Community, as well as the other students living at The American College, are quite unique from 
my own experiences as a seminarian.  

 
I am very pleased to be of assistance to our association, organized to “enable fellowship 

among those who have been educated in the Faculties of Theology, Canon Law, or Philosophy 
at the KU Leuven/UCL,” inter alia. As we embark upon another year of such fellowship, may I 
bring a few items to your attention? 

 
 
GRATITUDE 

 
 
First and foremost, I am sure I speak for all of us in thanking Bob Flannery, ’73 for 

hosting this year’s reunion in Collegeville, Minnesota and serving this past year as President. If 
you have not done so already, you may wish to consider reading Bob’s letter to our association 
dated August 15, 2016. 

 
A word of thanks to the outgoing members of our Board for their service to our 

Association: Mark Moitoza, Doug Comstock, Mike Welch, and Dave Norris. 
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In addition, a word of welcome to Tony Bawyn, Ted Tumicki, and John Kleinwachter as 
they serve our Board this year as Vice-President/President-elect, Member-at-Large, and 
Secretary respectively.  

 
We are very blessed to have Bill Wegher continue to serve as our Treasurer, Jack Dick 

as a Member-at-Large, and, Bob Flannery as our Past-President. Our Association continues to 
remain active as our resources and circumstance allow. 

 
 

DUES 
 
 
 As you know, our Association By-Laws require, inter alia, that annual dues in the amount 
of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) be paid in order to enjoy full membership in our Association. The 
dues are also required in order to vote regarding the Association’s business.  
 
 The 2016 Annual Dues letter has already been mailed to Association members. If you 
have not yet paid your dues for this 2016-2017 year, please email Bill Wegher, our Association 
Treasurer at revbilly1@aol.com. He will also provide you with information regarding the payment 
of dues in Euros or Australian dollars.  
 
 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 
 

Per Article 4 (N) of our Association By-Laws, please accept this correspondence as a 
call for nominees to serve on the Board of our Association beginning in August 2017. As you 
know, elections to the open position will take place at the annual business meeting to be held in 
Louvain in August 2017. The position of Vice-President/President-elect will be open.  

 
If you would like to place your name into nomination, or the name of another person after 

having consulted with that person, please inform Tony Bawyn or myself of your desire, 
preferably not later one week before our annual business meeting in Louvain. 

 
As was explained at the Collegeville meeting, recruiting members to volunteer their 

service on the Board is challenging in many respects, including as stipulated in our current By-
Laws. We are grateful for the service of all our Board members. The proposed revised By-Laws 
is aimed at lessening that challenge, at least in part, and also provide for the staggering of 
offices. 
 
 
LOUVAIN REUNION 2017 
 
 
 As you well know by now, our next reunion will be held in Louvain and graciously hosted 
by Jack Dick. Attendees should plan on arrival for Sunday, August 6, 2017 and departure on 
Sunday, August 13, 2017. The schedule is found on the Association website. During the next 
several months, you may wish to consider investigating the cost of airline prices to Belgium.  
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The reunion will feature a five-day conference, conducted by Leuven theologians, on the 
theme of “Catholicism and Contemporary Culture.” Jack has shared greater particulars which 
are found on our Association website. In addition, the website now contains an on-line 
registration form for the upcoming Louvain reunion. Due to the great demand for rooms at The 
American College and also Leuven hotels in August 2017, we would appreciate having 
registrations by the end of November 2016.  
 
 
REUNION 2018 
 
 
 As of this writing, there are no plans formulated for a reunion to be held in 2018. If you or 
several of your fellow alumni would be interested in hosting a reunion in 2018, please feel free 
to contact any member of the Board. Traditionally, the reunion has been held during the month 
of June taking into consideration the schedule of attendees regarding parish responsibilities, 
summer vacation plans, etc. However, perhaps another time period may be considered given 
the location of the reunion, available facilities, etc.  
 

If you would be at all interested in hosting the reunion, or if you have an idea as to a 
different format regarding the reunion, you may wish to consider expressing your interest well 
prior to the Louvain Reunion in August 2017 so that necessary preparations and 
announcements could be made. It would also provide the opportunity to gauge interest amongst 
the membership about attending a reunion at the proposed locale and venue.  

 
The effort that is exerted in hosting a reunion is always gratefully appreciated and not 

taken for granted by our membership. 
 
 
PROPOSED BY-LAWS REVISION 
 
 
 As you know, a proposal was made during the Collegeville reunion regarding a revision 
of our By-Laws. The proposed revisions were made with an eye towards somewhat 
“streamlining” our By-Laws coupled with a lived experience of our current By-Laws and the 
Association in the almost five years when the By-Laws were first skillfully constructed and 
adopted by the membership.   
 
 If you have not already done so, you may wish to consider examining the proposed By-
Laws revision as found on the Association website under the Reunion 2016 tab. Your thoughts 
and proposals are, of course, most welcome.  
 

Please feel free to contact any member of our Board, if you wish, should you desire to 
share your thoughts and proposals in anticipation of our 2017 business meeting in Louvain or 
during the business meeting in Louvain itself. The proposed By-Laws revision will be a topic on 
the agenda at that meeting and hopefully voted upon.  
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THE AMERICAN COLLEGE HERITAGE COMMITTEE 
 
 
 Additionally, a proposal was made at the Collegeville reunion that our Association 
support a project of The American College Heritage Committee of the KU Leuven (“The 
Heritage Project”), of which Jack Dick is also a member. This Committee is charged by the KU 
Leuven to “guarantee the survival of a lasting memorial of the American College seminary and 
the great contribution it made to Catholicism especially in the United States.” Information 
regarding the details of The Heritage Project and the proposal itself may be found at: 
 
 
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/52767b22e4b02f841cc375ac/t/574614e4746fb9ca792ef13
c/1464210660391/ACL+HERITAGE+project.pdf  
 
and 
 
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/52767b22e4b02f841cc375ac/t/5750827b40261d72467e5e
a4/1464894076572/Heritage+Support+Proposal.pdf 
 
 
 The proposal made in Collegeville was the Association would present a donation of 
5,000 Euros from the Association’s Belgium account in support of The Heritage Project of this 
KU Leuven Committee. This proposal had the unanimous support of last year’s Board.  
 

However, the proposal regarding The Heritage Project was tabled at the Collegeville 
meeting, presumably until the August 2017 business meeting. Concerns were expressed at the 
Collegeville meeting, as found in the minutes of the meeting, regarding the “mission” and future 
of the Association, as well as financial concerns.  

 
An additional proposal made at the Collegeville meeting, establishing a Heritage Project 

Fund which individual Association members could donate to in support of The Heritage Project, 
resulted in a tie vote. As a result, this Fund was not established. 

 
Since the Collegeville meeting, Jack recently shared with the Board that he has received 

word from The American College Heritage Committee of the KU Leuven that if The Heritage 
Project does not receive any further support by April 2017, The Heritage Project will be 
canceled. If this were to happen, this would obviously result in no tabled proposal for the 
Association to once again consider at the August 2017 meeting in Louvain and could result in 
an important project related to preserving the history and legacy of The College for generations 
to come, that is, The Heritage Project, not being realized.  

 
Even more importantly, Jack has shared with the Board that The American College 

Heritage Committee of the KU Leuven is looking at our Association to see if a “good-faith effort” 
-  as it were - would be forthcoming as to preserving the heritage of The American College.  
 

Jack and Bill Wegher report that as of this writing, there are 11,344.97 Euros in our bank 
account in Belgium (on August 26, 2016 this amount equaled $12,700.07). In addition, our bank 
account in the United States contains approximately $16,760.47. As a result, both Association 
accounts approximately total $29,460.54. In addition, 5,000 Euros on August 26, 2016 equals 
$5,597.22. 
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Your current Board has discussed The Heritage Project over the past weeks and is, like 
last year’s Board, unanimous in favor of supporting The Heritage Project. We feel that support 
of the project comports with the “mission/purpose” of our Association to “promote continuing 
education for its members and for others . . .” (cf. ACAA By-Laws, Article 2[2]), most especially, 
the people of Louvain and Belgium who so graciously hosted us during our respective time of 
study.  

 
As such, in accord with Article 4(I) of our By-Laws, on August 30, 2016 the Board voted 

unanimously in favor of supporting The Heritage Project and in accord with Article 4(B), 
consequently disbursed funds in the form of a donation totaling 5,000 Euros on September 12, 
2016, said funds having been withdrawn from the Belgium account to The American College 
Heritage Committee of the KU Leuven in support of The Heritage Project. In so doing, the Board 
has found such action “proper and expedient to promote the objects of the Association” (Article 
4[B]).  The Board also wishes to inform the Association of this action in accord with Article 4(J).  

 
 In its discussions, the Board recognized the financial aspects of this donation. While the 

Board recognizes the donated amount totals almost twenty-percent of its cash-on-hand, it does 
not believe such a donation is detrimental to the overall health of our Association when 
evaluated in macro. Nor are any major expenses anticipated prior to our August 2017 reunion. 
Further, the Association may wish to consider this donation, at the August 2017 meeting, as the 
traditional donation to The American College that is usually made in this amount and which 
would have been effectuated at the August 2017 meeting in Louvain.    

The Board also believes that if this action were to occur, it would have to occur at this 
time considering the April 2017 deadline. Further, the Board believes it is incumbent upon it to 
take such an action in accord with Article 4 of the By-Laws.  

While normally it would have been preferable to undertake such action with an 
affirmative vote by the members gathered at the annual Association membership, to wait until 
August 2017 to undertake such a vote would have been too late. While it is contemplated, our 
By-Laws do not contain a provision for “on-line” voting of the entire membership on a given 
matter. To do so, such a provision would have to delineate a standard that a proposed matter 
would have to meet vis-à-vis the duties of the Board as enumerated in Article 4 of the By-Laws.  

By way of comparison, a provision for conducting a business meeting remotely has to be 
clearly provided for in the By-Laws (cf. RONR [11th ed.], pp. 97-99; see also p. 159 of 
RONRIB.) Wisely, our By-Laws contain no such provision concerning our entire membership as 
it could run counter and exceedingly complex when compared with the enumerated duties of the 
Board. 

Further, the two aforementioned votes undertaken at the Collegeville meeting did not 
result in an affirmative mandate either in favor of - or against - support of The Heritage Project. 
The proposal to support The Heritage Project was tabled and a proposal to establish a fund for 
individual members to support The Heritage Project (as opposed to the Association as a whole) 
resulted in a tie vote. The Board felt that in light of the results of these two votes, it was not 
acting contrary to an express mandate of the membership as a whole. 
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More importantly, the Board seriously considered the importance of such a donation in 
expressing the good faith of our Association towards the KU Leuven in its undertaking of The 
Heritage Project. The Board recognizes the good-will of the KU Leuven in memorializing the 
heritage of The American College as it existed for 154 years.  

 
The Board felt it is incumbent upon our Association to not only express our support, but 

our thanks, to the members of the University community, the people of Leuven and the country 
of Belgium for their gracious hospitality extended to all of us during our time of study by making 
this donation. 

 
Please feel free to contact me or any other member of the Board if you have any 

questions or wish to express any concerns.  
 

 
ALUMNI NEWS 
 
 
 As you know, if you have any news (new position or assignment, publication, death of a 
member, etc.), please consider sharing it with any member of the Board so that it may be 
disseminated to the Association membership.  
 
 Just as a reminder, our website contains the latest news and information regarding our 
Association and its members: www.acaalouvain.org. 

 
 
 
Once again, thank you for allowing me to be of service to our Association during this 

upcoming year. If you should have any questions or concerns, please free to contact me or any 
member of our Board. You may reach me by e-mail at christopher.fusco@mail.law.cuny.edu. 

 
With prayerful good wishes, I remain, 

 
 

 
      Cordially yours in Christ, 
 
      Chris  /s/ 
 
      Christopher J. Fusco, Esq., ’97, ‘01 
      President 
       


