
American College Alumni Association-Catholic University of Louvain 
Business Meeting, June 18, 2014 
Kennedy Room, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Old Alexandria, VA 
 
[Business conducted 16 June 2014 – Georgetown Campus – Townhouse of Chet Gillis.] 

Current president, Ray Collins, called the meeting to order. He announced that we had some unfinished 
business that needed attention. Dave Norris had been duly nominated for the open position of vice-
president of the ACAA but an electronic election was unable to be conducted due to technical difficulties. 
He asked if there were any additional nominations – or which there were none. Dave Norris was then 
elected by popular acclaim (none against or abstaining). Ray announced that his official term would likely 
be the shortest in our history as Dave would succeed to the office of President in two days at the 
conclusion of our business meeting. The meeting portion was thus adjourned and all proceeded to 
partake of the hospitality offered by Chet and reunion committee. 

 
A. Greeting and Brief remarks by the President (Ray Collins) 
On June 18, 2014 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning the American College Alumni Association-Catholic 
University of Louvain annual business meeting was called to order in the Kennedy Room of the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel, located in Old Town Alexandria, VA. President Ray Collins presented greetings from Professor 
Johan DeTavernier, who was unable to be present due to leadership changes occurring at the University. He 
also presented greetings from Jan Lambrecht, honorary member of our association and Dave Norris, newly 
elected vice-president, unable to be here due to previous travel plans. Ray commented that all was alive and 
well in Leuven. The number of students in the faculty has increased. An additional example, Ray noted, was 
the quantity and quality of the essays submitted to Louvain Studies as part of a contest. In previous years 
there was some difficulty finding any that were publishable. This year, 11 of 13 were publishable and one 
that was not was due to being too technical. He encouraged alumni to subscribe to Louvain Studies.  He 
extended greetings from Jack Dick, who also presented call for alumni and friends of the ACAA to remember 
our association in your will. (The executive board concurred with this suggestion.) After a couple 
amendments, a motion to approve the agenda was made by J. Ludwig, 2

nd
 by Tuck Grinnell, and approved 

by unanimous vote. 
 
B. Approval of the minutes of the June 2013 meeting of the association. 
The Minutes of the June 2013 meeting, having previously been made available online, Ray asked for 
approval.    A motion to accept the minutes as written was made and seconded.  That motion was approved 
without any additional discussion or reflection.   
 
C.  Secretary’s Report (Doug Klein) 
A secretary’s report on the actions of the executive board this past year was previously posted online for all 
to view. A motion to accept the Secretary’s report was made, seconded, and approved.  There was no 
discussion and there were no abstentions. 
 
D.  Treasurer's Report (Bill Wegher)  
A Financial report had been available for review as of Tuesday with additional copies available. [See report.]  
About 50 new members paid dues this year but 50 who had paid last year had not yet paid. They will receive 
a follow-up notification. We have received a number of international member dues, deposited into the 
Belgium account. 
Some clarifications were requested: 

 What is the ACAA Leuven account? This account was in place for the reunion of 2012. It was 
decided to leave the account active and funds there for international transactions (such as transfer of 
a donation to the Sunday Community) (to avoid unnecessary fees) and as a starter fund for hosting 
the next reunion in Leuven. 

 What is the status of the Sunday Community? Currently it has grown to some 150 persons and now 
takes place in St. Kwinten church. 

 How is the education day funded and are stipends given to the speakers? It is funded by the extra 
fees for that day and all were assured that the speakers were offered a sufficient stipend. 

 
As of June 2014 there is a balance of $29,656.69 [minus the $5000 designated last June for the Damien 
Project yet to be transferred] in the ACAA-CUL U.S. account. 
Bill presented 2 proposals: 
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Proposal one: $5000 additional donation to the Damien Project for 2014 (thus forwarding a total of $10,000 
for the two years.) 
Proposal Two:  Comerica Legacy Foundation Annuities 

2A: Encourage individual members 65+ to take advantage of these income earning (with tax benefits 
due to our IRS non-profit status) annuities. Members have the ability to withdraw the funds if needed 
or they can be left to benefit the work and projects of the ACAA. [Handouts were made available and 
information will be available on the webpage.] 
 
2B: To transfer $10,000 from our Association account into an income earning annuity account. A 
question arose concerning the ability to withdraw those funds if needed and Bill assured us that was 
the case. 
 
An additional suggestion was made that remaining funds be placed in an interest earning account 
such as a money market account or CD. 
 

John Werner asked that the proposals be tabled for a vote until after the proposed amendments to the by-
laws had been considered. 

 
A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made, seconded, and approved.  There was no further 
discussion and there were no abstentions. 
 
E.  Report on the new website (Mark Moitoza) 

 Mark informed the members that David Windsor had presented to him a flash drive with all the data 
from the former website (a “passing of the guard”). The pictures will be uploaded into galleries on the 
new website as well as other pertinent data. 

 Mark explained that the executive board had tasked him with exploring possible new web-servers. 
He presented information on both “Square Space” and “Wild Apricot” as well as various pros and 
cons. The board decided to go with “Square Space” due to its clean look and more economic price. 
The new website can be found at www.acaalouvain.org 

Questions/comments: 

 Will items such as the O’Malley talk be available on the website? First they would need to give 
permission but if so it is possible to embed videos on the website. 

 Job well done. Will there be additional links available such as Richard Rohr’s website? You can 
submit any suggestions to the site manager via the contact us link. It will be presented to the 
executive board for approval. 

 Thanks for the good work. How do we increase incentive for Alumni to pay dues? What are the 
benefits? Can there be a log in portion only of members? The board chose not to go in this 
direction and the trend on the web these days is for open content in order to appeal to a larger 
audience. 

 Can there be a list of official members posted? Contact info of members? Possibly but 
permission is needed and information can be hacked? 

 
A motion was made and seconded to officially thank David Windsor for his past work in keeping up our 
website. It was unanimously approved. 
 
A motion was made to thank Ed Sirois for his work on a previous version of the website. It was 2

nd
 and 

unanimously approved. 
 
F.  Update on the Damien Community at the American College (Ray Collins).  
A very informative report from Derrick Witherington, Coordinator of The Damien Project, was read by Ray 
Collins. It was well received by the members who are happy to hear of progress made. There will be nine 
students beginning in the program this fall. [The full report can be viewed on the website.] 
 

F.1: Motion presented on a standing committee in support of the Damien Project (Frank 
O’Hara) The motion was presented and amended (“or friends of the ACAA”) and clarification was 
sought.  

http://www.acaalouvain.org/
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“Be it moved that a standing committee of the ACAA be formed in support of the St. Damien 
Community at the American College with the task of soliciting funds for the community and to 
promote the dissemination of information concerning the program and its goals. The committee will 
consist of 3 to 5 persons drawn from members of the ACAA or friends of the ACAA as determined by 
the ACAA executive board.” 

A motion to accept The Saint Damien Report was made, seconded, and approved (none against or 
abstained).   
 
A proposal was made that a letter be drafted by the ACAA board to express on behalf of the ACAA members 
our gratitude and support of the St. Damien Community in continuing the legacy of the American College. It 
was suggested that Ray Collins could deliver it in person during his visit to the community in September. 
 
G. Brief report on proposal for 2015 reunion to be hosted by Rochester Alumni (Gary Tyman & John 
De Socio) 
Plans for the 2015 reunion are underway.  All are invited.  They are proposing to host the reunion in Ithaca, 
NY at the Cornell campus as the last reunion was in Rochester itself. Several alumni are in that area and it is 
near the Finger Lakes wine country. There are good accommodations on the Cornell campus and resources 
for possible study day speakers. 

Some concern expressed lack of ease and the expense of travel. Concern expressed about the date 
if it is late May or 1

st
 week of June due to pastoral responsibilities at that time. Plans will be shared 

as they solidified. 
 
Proposal for a 2016 reunion in Leuven (volunteers for the committee include Derrick Witherington and John 
Steffen) 

Input was sought concerning the timing. The College rooms would not be available until July 15 
through August. Some preferred the traditional time frame others were fine with a later date. No 
consensus was sought. There was strong preference that the reunion be contiguous with the 
Summer Institute to provide the opportunity to attend both. 
 

Proposals for future reunions: 

 Bill Weiskopf recommends Orlando at San Pedro retreat center, both economical and a lovely place 
to stay with plenty of things to see/do in the area. We would have to hold it at a non-traditional time 
as June in Florida is not recommended. 

 Bob Flannery recommends a Midwest reunion to be held at St. John University in Collegeville, MN. 
As an alumnus and member of the board he has contacts. It is a beautiful location with economic 
accommodations and good resources through the university and the Benedictines. 

 A comment was made that there have been proposals in the past to hold reunions at nontraditional 
times to allow a greater variety of sites hosting (such as Louisiana). Some suggest reunions could be 
spaced out more such as 18 months. 
 

H.  Election of Executive board members. 
 Nominees were presented by Ray Collins; Bios were available on the website: 

1) Vice-president: Robert Flannery (Paul Counce withdrew as a candidate) 
2) Secretary: Mark Moitoza 
3) Treasurer: William Wegher 
4) Member at Large: Jack Dick 
5) Member at Large: Chris Fusco 

 
Motion was made and seconded to vote on the slate – all approved. 
Vote was taken and the slate was unanimously accepted. 
 
Two additional positions are open and an electronic vote will be conducted after bios are posted. 

1) Member at Large nominee:  Doug Comstock 
2) Member at Large Nominee: Michael Welsh 

 
Motion was made and seconded to thank outgoing board members, Doug Klein, Kevin Codd and Tuck 
Grinnell for their work on the board. Approved unanimously. 
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Motion was made and seconded to thank incoming board members for their willingness to serve. Approved 
unanimously. 
 
J. Proposal with regard to the Distribution of ACAA funds.  (John Werner) 

1. Moved that (addressing the current situation) (seconded: Bill Weiskopf) 
The current ACAA-CUL bank balance and all future revenue accrued through the payment of 
membership dues shall be expended only to pay the Association’s operating costs/expenses in 
providing benefits and services to its members. For all other activities, that are consistent with 
fulfilling the mission and purpose of the Association as stated in the ACAA Bylaws, Article Two, 
Mission/Purpose, specific funds are to be established to collect and distribute monies to pay for 
those activities. 

2. Moved that (addressing the future) the ACAA Bylaws be amended by adding to Article Three 
Membership a new Section F to read as follows: 
Section F Distribution of ACAA Funds 
Funds accrued through the payment of membership dues shall be expended only to pay the 
Association’s operating costs/expenses in providing benefits and services to its members. For all 
other activities, that are consistent with fulfilling the mission and purpose of the Association as 
stated in the ACAA Bylaws, Article Two, Mission/Purpose, specific funds are to be established to 
collect and distribute monies to pay for those activities. 

John presented some of the rationale behind the proposal as to promote the well-being and growth of the 
association which in turn can benefit the projects and mission of the ACAA. He referred to previous 
surveys of alumni about what they want from the ACAA and reunions, eg. Website. A follow-up survey 
would be valuable and may require funds and/or staffing. 
 
An initial vote was taken but clarification was called for. After clarifying that this would not allow alumni to 
forward current funds to the Damien Community, a motion was made and seconded to table the 
proposal. Majority approved; 1 abstained; 1 vote No(rather it not be brought up again.) 
 

K.  Proposal on the distribution of profits/surplus from ACAA meetings (John Werner) 
Moved that the ACAA Bylaws be amended by adding a new Section F to its Article Three, Membership. 
This new Section F would be titled “ACAA Annual Reunion Finances” and have the following text: 
When the revenues collected through registration fees exceed the expenditures to pay the costs associated 
with the planning, organizing and implementing the reunion, that difference shall be refunded proportionally 
to all those who paid the registration fee. This reimbursement can take the form of a refund check or as a 
credit toward a future reunion registration fee, activity charges (such as fees for study days) and/or toward 
the amount for membership dues. 
 
Seconded. Vote was taken and motion was defeated. 
 
L.  Proposal on technical/editorial changes to the Bylaws (John Werner) 

1. In Article Two, Section A, Statement 4, update the name of the organization in Louvain 
whose mission the ACAA supports from “The American College of Louvain, Catholic 
University of Leuven” to more accurately reflect how it is now officially known as “The Saint 
Damien Project at the American College, KU Leuven”. The current wording to be deleted is 
strike-out and the new wording is in a color different than the other text. 
2. The other proposed changes identify those sections of the Bylaws that had sunset 
clause(s) attached; this proposed amendment would delete those sections that no longer 
apply. [See proposal on website.] 
 
Motion made and seconded to table the proposal for more time to read but no motion made. Vote was called 
14 against; 12 for – motion was defeated. 
 
Vote was called on accepting the proposed technical changes and was approved. 
 
L.  Financial Matters proposals from Treasurer’s report, section D brought for votes. 
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Motion made and seconded to send an $5000 additional donation to the Damien Project for 2014 (thus 
forwarding a total of $10,000 for the two years.) Approved (2 opposed) 

 
Moved and seconded to transfer $10,000 from our Association account into an income earning annuity 
account. Approved (1 opposed; 3 abstentions) 
 
Scholarship Fund (tabled from 2013) 

Motion made and seconded: Remove motion on Scholarship Fund from the agenda and refer 
scholarship considerations to the newly formed committee in support of the St. Damien Community 
of the American College. Motion carried (1 abstention) 

 
M.  Other Business 

1. Thank you given(Bill Weskopf) on behalf of the Global Ministries project for the prior donation. The 
interfaith cooperation is working and growing in responding to needs and is now being funded. 

2. Frank Manning informed the members of the death of Steven Wells (AC ’61) killed in a car accident. 
3. Announcement of a book project (Frank Manning): Frank Manning made an announcement 

concerning his book “The Mysterious Story” now available concerning stories of injustice in the 
criminal justice system. 

4. Ray Collins mentioned that his new book: “accompanied by a believing wife” has been published. 
 

5. Bob Flannery announced that Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Brussels, Belgium – The parish is currently 
looking for a pastor.  They are appealing to retired priests too.  Additional information is available by 
contacting Ray Collins.  The parish’s Board of Trustees hopes to form a link with The Damien 
project, thus reestablishing a contact with the college.  That board hopes to be able to get supply 
clergy and the help of religious education personnel through The Damien Project. 

 
6. Motion made and seconded to thank to Tuck Grinnell, Mark Moitoza, John Mollish and committee for 

a wonderful reunion in Alexandria, VA 2014. Unanimously approved. 
 

7. Motion made and seconded to thank Chet Gillis for hosting the reception in his townhouse, for the 
gifts of “Georgetown Icons” and for organizing the educational day on June19.  The membership 
voted and approved.] 

 
N. Adjournment 
Ray asked if there were any additional proposals from the floor.  There were none. 
Motion made and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 
The American College Alumni Association meeting concluded at 12:40pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 
Douglas Klein, secretary ACAA executive Board. 


